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Filed for intro on  01/29/98

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 487
By  Brown

A RESOLUTION requesting the Division of State Audit to study
issues relating to the placement of children who
are in the custody of the Department of
Children’s Services.

WHEREAS, the placement of children who are in state custody is of vital concern to

many citizens throughout Tennessee, as such issue has a significant impact on the lives of

numerous children and their parents; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Children’s Services is charged with the difficult task of

placing these children in appropriate foster home, group home and institutional settings; and we

must ensure that the department employs the most competent professionals, the soundest

policies and most appropriate resources to carry out this most important duty; and

WHEREAS, the best interests of a child must be of paramount concern when the

Department of Children’s Services considers placement of such child; and

WHEREAS, it is often in the best interests of a child for whom family visitation is

desirable to be placed locally, to ensure that family visitation is feasible; and

WHEREAS, for those children who are not placed locally, but for whom family visitation

is desirable, the Department of Children’s Services should provide transportation assistance for

the parents to the foster or group home or institution where their child is residing; and



- 2 - *00956935*

WHEREAS, it is also important to carefully consider the setting in which a child is

placed, and to ensure that such setting is sensitive to the cultural needs of the child; and

WHEREAS, the oversight of group homes should also be of paramount concern to the

Department; these homes should be of the highest quality and their staffs should exhibit the

highest degree of professional competency and cultural sensitivity; and

WHEREAS, because the placement of children who are in the state’s custody directly

affects their chances to live healthy and productive lives, we should work assiduously to

address the myriad and complex issues surrounding their placement; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE-

HUNDREDTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That the Division of State Audit of the Office of the Comptroller is hereby

requested to conduct a performance evaluation of Department of Children’s Services’ policies

and practices governing the placement of children in state custody.  The Division of State Audit

is requested to report its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly no later than

January 5, 1999.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That all state agencies shall provide assistance to the

Division of State Audit upon request.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be sent to the Division of

State Audit and to the Department of Children’s Services.


